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at Vienna, had been allowed to accompany the Nile Expedition, and, when Commandant in Lord Wolse-ley's camp, died a victim to a specially virulent attack of enteric fever. To a young Guards officer I                  who was able to arrange his decent burial in a remote
I:                 part of the desert, Lord Rosebery telegraphed : " Call
f                  upon me if ever I can do anything to show my grati-
tude "—a promise which in flux of time was to be amply fulfilled.
Lord Rosebery has only once contested an election, when he scored the instantaneous and complete success which has usually dogged his steps. By a majority of five-sixths of the Council, he was elected the first Chairman of the London County Council, which he had nursed through all its anxious beginnings, and in so doing wholly belied the gloomy predictions of the minority—of whom Mr. John Burns was one—thatj a brilliant orator was sure to make a bad chairman. He would not, in my judgment, ever have been Prime Minister had he not graduated in this Municipal School.
In Mr. Gladstone's brief Administration of '85-6, Lord Rosebery held—but for so short a while as to make little mark—the post of First Commissioner of Works and the Seals of the Foreign Office ; in 1892, Mr. Gladstone offered the latter to him again. For awhile Lord Rosebery hesitated—he often seemed to hesitate when the blossoms were waving their sweetness to him from the bough—" he was out of health, oppressed with insomnia, not disposed for exertion," all recurrent phases with him; but he crossed to Paris, received medical assurances that the work would be beneficial rather than otherwise, and closed with the Prime Minister's offer—to become,
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